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Waste Management is a proud 
business partner of Te Kowhai 
School, for all their waste needs.

If you need a skip, or want to check 
what services we provide, call us on:

0800 10 10 10 
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www.wastemanagement.co.nz

ROOF IT
Exceptional workmanship for

• Specialising in metal roofi ng 
commercial and domestic

• New roofs and extensions
• Roof repairs
• Roof restorations

We take care of
everything quickly
and effi ciently.

Call today for a competitive price

OWEN BARLOW ROOFING LTD
Ph 07 8890097 or 0274 988 821

E: oanddbarlow@xtra.co.nz
www.owenbarlowroofi ng.co.nz66
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Experienced in:

Small/Large Excavation,

Driveway Construction,

Carpark Construction,

Subdivisions,

Building Platforms,

Metal, Sand & Topsoil

Deliveries,

Hotmix-Potholes to Carparks,

Concrete Work & Kerbing,

Cobblestones,

Vehicle Entrances/Crossing,

Timber Fences

Phone Today for a
No Obligation Free Quote

Wayne Fluhler
Ph: 07 8472920 Fax: 07 8473432 Mob: 021687841

Email: fl uhler@gmail.com

IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO BE THE 
PREFERRED SUPPLIER TO

PLACEMAKERS CLARENCE ST (07) 8380716

CJW BUILD LTDBARNARD CONSTRUCTION LTD
PLACEMAKERS TE RAPA

TOGETHER, WE’RE BUILDING NEW ZEALAND

PH: 07 850 019066
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The Professional Finish 
for Every Building

• Painting • Specialist Finishes
• Wall Covering • Polystyrene Cladding

31 Sunshine Ave, Te Rapa, Hamilton
Email: accounts@waikatodecorators.co.nz

Fax 849 1827

www.waikatodecorators.co.nz

PHONE 07 849 1826
FOR A FREE QUOTE

CONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS

Unit D 1 94 Duke Street, Hamilton
PO Box 9027 Hamilton 3240
Ph (07) 846 7997 | Fax (07) 846 7757
karen@barnardconstruction.co.nz

6660379AA

•  New Commercial Construction
• New Residential Houses
• Additions
• Alterations

Proud to be the selected
Contractor for the 
TE KOWHAI SCHOOL JUNIOR 
BLOCK CLASSROOM PROJECT

TE KOWHAI SCHOOL 1890

Te Kowhai School designs new classes 
to meet the needs of today’s learners

Bold new teaching spaces usher 
in a progressive era of enhanced 
learning, increased growth and 

development at Te Kowhai School.
The full-primary school has a strong 
vision for teaching and learning: to 
empower learners to be confi dent and 
connected 21st Century citizens. 

“Our values of partnership, respect, 
integrity, drive and excellence - PRIDE 
- underpin everything we do,” says 
principal Tony Grey.

“The world in which we live is 
clearly changing fast so the challenge 
for schools is to try to prepare children 
for a future we can’t truly prepare 
them for. 

“The world will be a very different 
place: many of the jobs the children 
will have don’t exist yet and they’re 
going to be using technologies we can 
only dream of.

“So we want our children to be 
innovative risk takers who can think 
creatively and critically.”

Key focus is on ensuring children 
can competently read, write and 
do maths, but also on developing 
learners who are resilient, thinkers, 
self-managers, communicators and 
collaborative workers. 

“Research shows when students 
work collaboratively they engage
in far more effective learning,”
Tony says.

The school’s rich curriculum, in 

which reading, writing and maths 
are as important as science and art, 
also places digital technology and 
e-Learning high on the agenda. 

To facilitate the school’s vision, 
learning-focused spaces are replacing 
the standard classroom. 

The concept is best seen in the 
school’s brand-new block, which 
comprises a large, open, collaborative 
learning space where the entire class 
can come together, or students can 
work in smaller groups.

It’s complemented by four different 
break-out areas, including a quieter 
area for focused teaching; another 
for e-Learning; a creative area for 
performance or for children to quietly 
read books. 

A multipurpose area has a
full kitchen so it can be used for
cooking, art and science, also maths
or group work.

It gives on to a quiet and sheltered 
courtyard where children can study 
too, and on the opposite side of the 
building is a large covered area for 
more outdoor work or lunch space.

Each learning space is specifi cally 
designed for versatility, and group 
work to one-on-one teaching. 

“Because our vision is so strong,
this works superbly and teachers
and students love it. Teachers can
use their time smarter and cater
much better for every child’s needs

because of tight collaborative
planning,” Tony says.

Collaborative teaching sees two or 
three teachers to each room. 

“There are now more sets of eyes 
working with the kids, so no child 
goes under the radar.

“And teachers are teaching to 
their strengths – literacy, perhaps, 
or science – which will increase the 
others’ skills because they are learning 
from their peers.

“It’s harnessing the best bits of 
each teacher and creating super 
teachers utilising the strengths of each 
other. Children really benefit from it.” 

Most existing classrooms have
been converted to the new school
structure too.

“There are a few rooms where 
there is work yet to be done but 
the teachers are still working 
collaboratively.” 

Internal walls have been removed 
in each block and the rooms opened 
up with new joinery to facilitate 
easy flow to the outdoors and group 
or individual work under shade. 
The concept is encouraging self-
management, independent learning 
and working collaboratively.

And the future is bright for Te
Kowhai School pupils. “We’re an older 
school but a very progressive and 
modern one,” Tony says.

Enhanced learning underpins progressive teaching spaces
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Water Supply 
Solutions

Cnr Morrinsville and Platt Roads 
Newstead, Hamilton

PH (07) 824 1726 • (0274) 346 571
E: rosspumps@xtra.co.nz

www.rosspumps.co.nz

ROSS PUMPS
& FILTRATION SPECIALISTS LTD

• Commercial • Residential
• Farm • Dairy

38 years experience and expertise in all forms 
of pumping systems and a full range of fi ltration 

systems, including servicing and installation.
We are committed to providing excellent service and 

value for money - so why not contact us today for 
an obligation-free assessment and quote for all your 
water supply design, installation or servicing needs.

Horotiu Road 07 829-7860 www.tekowhai.school.nz www.facebook.com/tekowhai

“We want
our children
to be
innovative
risk takers
who can
think
creatively
and
critically.”
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